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FUTSAL 2008

Day 5, Saturday,
30th August 2008

by
Damon Shaw and Magda Wielgosz

Day 4 results

KAZ 6:4 (2:3) TUR
ISR 3:1 (2:0) KGZ
SVK 15:4 (8:3) MAS
FRA 8:1 (3:1) GBR
UKR 6:2 (2:1) CZE
BRA 0:1 (0:1) POR
SLO 5:3 (3:2) URU
SRB 5:0 (3:0) CHN

UKR 6:2 (2:1) CZE

Game between Ukraine and Czech
Republic was very close. Both teams
wanted to score since thevery
beginning. However tough defense
prevented from scoring for both sides.
Finally in 6th minute Vaclaw Belada
(CZE) scored a goal. After that Ukraine
pushed Czech into defense and had
many opportunities to shot. In 16th
minute Vadim Ivanos (UKR) scored an
equalizer. Everything looked like the
first half will finish with a draw but a
few seconds before the end Sergii
Zinchenko (UKR) scored second goal
for his team and after first part Ukraine
was leading 2:1. Second part of the
match was much harder. Both teams
created many opportunities to shot but
Ukraine was more effective and after
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Roganov (URK) and Romanov (UKR)
goals increased a lead to 4:1. 7 minutes
before the end Sorokin (UKR) scored
5th goal for his team and it was almost
sure that they will play for 1st-4th
places. After that goal Czech Republic
played with flying goalkeeper, who
was fouled by Silichenko (UKR). This
was his second yellow card in this
game and he had to leave the pitch.
One minute later Chadzidis (CZE) got
a red card for a crude foul and Ukraine
scored 6th goal. Game finished with a
score 6:2 for Ukraine. Next game
Ukraine plays against better in the
game Slovenia - Uruguay and Czech
Republic with a loser of that game.

BRA 0:1 (0:1) POR

Brazil had 99% of the posession but
they couldn't break through the
Portuguese back line to get the all
important equaliser and the three-time
world champions went crashing out to
their Portuguese speaking friends, but
bitter rivals Portugal. Portugal scored
the early goal to get in front, which
then saw the adoption of a backs to the
wall aproach to keep out the samba
boys. Portugal soaked up the pressure
from the Brazilians, and played to
counter attack, but ended up only being
able to clear the ball on most
occasions, inviting Brazil to
recommence their attack. Goalkeeper
Kleber was instrumental in dictating
Brazil's play and it wasn't a lack of
chances that kept them out, it was
resolute Portuguese defending. 1-0 up
with seconds remaining and Brazil
were camped in Portugal's territory,
looking for the last chance. It came but
a foul by Diogo Santos about 18 metres
out left Brazil with 2 seconds
remaining and one last shot at goal. Up
stepped Tinho who struck a powerful
shot at goal, but it deflected out for a
kick in on the left hand side. Kleber
took the kick and Moura turned it into
an empty goal! Brazil had equalised
with no time remaining as the buzzer
sounded around the hall.
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Brazil were jublilant, yet Portugal were
protesting and as the referees consulted
with the 3rd referee, both teams
looking on in suspense... »No goal,
said the Austrian referee. Portugal
celebrated and Brazilian hearts had
been broken and tempers flaired as
they demanded an explanation. Was
the goal after the buzzer? No, in fact,
Kleber had wrongly taken the kick in,
which was in fact Portugal's ball so the
goal didn't stand.  After watching
amateur video for the replays, it turned
out that the correct decision had been
made, to the despair of Brazilian
players and staff. Most of the crowd
were supporting the Brazilians for their
style of play, and many feel they
deserved to go through. But that is
what these world championships are
about and futsal can be a cruel game, as
a few teams have already found out
here in Koper. Portugal will now meet
Ukraine for a place in the final.

SLO 5:3(3:2) URU

The hosts booked their place in the last
four against the odds, just as Poland
did in Poznan in 2006. Slovenia had a
slightly easier path to get this far but
haven't had an easy ride as the
Uruguayans, who had already met
expectations proved. Uruguay were
underdogs against the hosts and
Slovenia started well opening the
scoring after three minutes to ease the
pressure from the 150 onlookers.
Uruguay responded well as Ignacio De
Leon equalised almost immediately.
Marko Hrvatin wasn't going to let the
only remaining South American team
ruin their party and duly slotted home
to restore the lead and with 6 minutes
of the game gone, both teams had
given an early indication of the
closeness between the two teams and
this game could go either way. Nacho
restored parity on 8 minutes with a
good finish from a tight angle, but once
again, the goals were flowing like
water and Hrvatin bagged his second
just minutes later. 3-2 was the score at
half time. Slovenia took a hold of the
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match with their 4th goal and Uruguay
had an uphill struggle to overturn this
scoreline, though they have come from
behind twice already. And they took
the game back to within 1 goal with 15
minutes remaining when Nicolas
Pirotto rose to header in from 6 metres
out. The ball looked to roll along the
line before being cleared, but referee
Pascal Fritz awarded the goal to the
dismay of the Slovenian fans. Slovenia
put the final nail in the coffin and it
proved too much for Uruguay, who
created few chances in the last 10
minutes  but  bowed of the
championship with pride.

SRB 5:0 (3:0) CHN

Game between Serbia and People's
Republic of China was very close. Both
teams made many opportunities to
score, but Serbia was more effective.
Just in 3rd minute Stojanowic (SRB)
scored his first goal in this game. Few
minutes later Fai Yan (CHN) got a
yellow card and Serbia scored second
goal. After that we could see many
opportunities to score. Serbia pushed
China into defense. And 6 minutes
before the end of this part of the game
they scored third score, and this part
finished with a final score 3:0. Second
part was very similar to the first one.
Both teams tried to score on every way.
Finally Stojanovic (SRB) scored his
second goal in this game, and forth for
his team. People's Republic of China
decided to play with flying goalkeeper
but without success. Just before the end
of the match Zeravica (SRB) scored
last goal in this game and Serbia won
4:0. Now they will play against
Portugal for places 1st - 4th . And
People's Republic of China faces
Brazil.

The reports from the other four games
can be found on
www.susa.org/wufc2008
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Semi final fixtures

14:15
Turkey vs. Malaysia (33)
Kazakhstan vs. Slovakia (34)

16:30
Kyrgyzstan vs. Great Britain (35)
Israel vs. France (36)

18:45
China vs. Brazil (37)
Serbia vs. Portugal (38) SF

21:00
Uruguay vs. Czech Republic (39)
Slovenia vs. Ukraine (40) SF

Final Group Standings

Group A

Played | Pts GS:GC | Diff
1/SLO |3 9 146 |8
2| CHN |3 4 17:111 | 6
3| KAZ |3 4 20:15 | 5
4|1 GBR |3 0 7:26 | -19
Group B

Played | Pts GS:GC | Diff
1| BRA |3 9 335 | 28
2| CZE |3 6 24:14 | 10
3 | ISR 3 3 21:11 | 10
4| MAS |3 0 2:50 | -48
Group C

Played | Pts GS:GC | Diff
1] UKR |3 9 1223 |9
2|POR |3 4 75 2
3] SVK |3 2 3:6 -3
4 | KGZ |3 1 1:9 -8
Group D

Played | Pts | GS:GC | Diff
1| SRB |3 9 19:4 15
2| URU |3 6 10:14 | 4
3| FRA |3 3 11:10 | 1
4| TUR |3 0 10:22 | -12
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Brainteasers

1. We are now at the semi final stage
here in Koper, but can you name the
four semi finalists of the UEFA Futsal
EURO 2007?

2. And what about the last four in
Guatemala 2004, for the FIFA Futsal
World Cup?

Answers will be online before the
matches tomorrow!
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